NEXT MEETING
2pm Saturday 17" October

MINUTES OF MEETING on 18.7.09 at the Park Visitors Centre
Present: 33 (Pauline Beecham, Pat Boswell, Beatrice Bun@allin & Carol Burkitt, Harvey Cox, R. J. S. Eajon
Les Elston, Mike Fox, Mary Green, Glyn Holden, Ggoa Keena, lan Lea, Robert Lee, J. H. Leightethdts
Lewis, Norman Marsh, Simon & Mary Petris, Pam Tuyhr & Mrs D. R. Way, Frank & Sue Whitham) pluseth
Poetry Group (John & Pauline Cocker, Liam & Dawraks and Calum, Keith & Georgina Tully) and the Park
Head Ranger Anne Litherland and HLF Project repriedive Sally Dobbing  Apologies:3

SUMMARY

. The meeting started with a poetry reading fromthree winners of a Park Roots Poetry Project

. There have been 27 educational visits to thk $tace Easter involving a total of 934 school dieh.

. A “Junior Anglers” group has been set up anddtaded fishing in the Park lakes.

. Master classes have been given in the Visitersr€ on a variety of Park Roots subjects.

. The Friends have agreed to help finance a Birkad Park Calendar for 2010.

. The project to build statues next to the VisitG@entre has been authorised and should starptei@ber.
. Progress has been made for the Friends to takelte use of the South Lodge of the Grand Ené&rémica
peppercorn rent with the intention of creating samere for the Park Roots staff and the voluntezradet
and eat and possibly rent out space.

8. A professional quality website has been sebuphfe Friends and can currently be accessed as
www.friendsofbirkenheadpark.org.uk

9. Volunteering effort continues both indoors amtdoors — for further info ring the Rangers on GAB7
10. The Rangers have made many initiatives to eageupeople to use the Park for healthy exercise
11. Photographs have been found for the Friend®ifigrchive of a band playing in the Park in 1967e
next subject where help requested is to find for photographs of the allimnents in the Park at various
times.
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The meeting started with recognition of the poetmnpetition organised by the Park Roots Projectifore
different age groups — 2 junior and 1 adult. Thener of each group read out their poem to the agplaf the
audience.
I. CHAIRMAN’'S PROJECTS REPORTS
i. Planning Applications
- the sculpture for the Park by Paul Beardmorkthe flagpole next to the Visitors Centre have
received approval. Construction of the sculpturusdhstart in September.
- there has been discussion of how to improvestéwedard of advertising in bus stops round the
Park.
ii. New Staff
- the new Park Roots Education Officer will begduVaring who will start work on 7August.
iii. Community Projects Officer, Sally Dobbing reported
- the JunioAngling Club had a “taster session” where 50 childrenddmp and 40 joined the
club. 11 came for the first angling meeting. ThakOWill be self sufficient with its own committee
etc and will have help from AWAC.
- The CommunityAllotments/Market Gardens project is delayed because it neeey for legal
advice. So far Park High School and an “over 58ugrhave shown interest in taking a share of
the land
- TheSouth Lodge of the Grand Entrancess in the process of being occupied by the Par&t&o
Group. Phone lines will soon be installed and tdipdt on windows. Volunteer leader, lan Lea, is



in the process of collecting equipment of equipntérgood quality but at bargain second hand
prices to stock it. It is hoped to provide mealsrfeembers of the Friends who use it for their work
on the Park including the Education and Communuty®rt officers. The building will be hired
from the Council for a peppercorn rent with no mspbility for maintenance of the exterior. The
premises could be open by September.
II. PARK ROOTS PROJECT activities include:

I. Health Events such as “Buggy Fitness” (mums witings are shown around the Park) “Health on
Wheels” (guided cycle rides round the Park) airrioourage children to come to the Park with
their parents and enjoy the open space.

il. Active Drama Company is still doing their “AmaziMy Park” walk lead by the star with the
brilliant orange hair cut and giving interestingwgersation on the content and history of the Park.

iii. A group called “Neat Futures” has trained 10 vadens so far on how to interact with people
during the events they are helping with, in terfheamversation and body language.

iv. School summer holidays will have events organisealiildren including “Hitathon” to try
badminton and an event to show them something ajmtit
V. Master Classes have been given on a variety oéstghincluding Park history by Prof Lee
Ill. PARK WEBSITE

Norman Marsh reported that Fraser Robertson (greatdson of John Robertson one of the creatdiseof
Park) has generously taken the time to take owectbation of the Park website and has done ayugel
professional job which can be viewedwww.friendsofbirkenheadpark.org.ukts content is explained in the
Appendix at the end of these minutes. This coritebéing continuously increased and further suggesiare
welcome.

IV. VOLUNTEERING

lan Lea reported that 10 — 12 people were comirnjedwice-weekly outdoor volunteer sessions. Theay been
pruning shrubs in Upper Park but wanted to go bhadke island in Lower Lake when the bird nestiagson was
over and the disruption to wildlife would be lowoMnteers were also leading health walks.

lan had an amusing story that someone had seepibtiking up plants that others had pulled out oivito beds
and putting them into his car to take back to taekfRangers. They had reported him to the police add
managed to follow him to his home before questigriim about theft!!! He says he managed to estaltiat he
was not a criminal to be arrested!!

V. PARK MANAGEMENT REPORT
Anne Litherland, Head Ranger, reported on the dietsvof the Park Staff.

- New Staff — Mathew Barlow has been recruited asipervisory gardener and Ann Gibbons is covering
for the maternity leave of the Security Ranger.

- Park Roots Education Program w
943 school pupils have visited the Park since E#gte
activities related to school projects. Schools ined included
St Anslems, Wirral Hospital School and Prenton High

- Music Events have started at week ends. Oneooutlent
was cancelled because of rain but the others doois.

- A Calendar for the Park in 2010 has been crelayed
Georgina Keena and will be published for £1,000 bl
which will be provided by the Friends of BirkenheRark(see picture
— price £3)

- A “Hungry Caterpillar Trail” has been establisha the Park
and has been very popular with applications frohosts. The name
apparently to something they learn at school.

- Work on the island in Upper Park Lake was haitethe birds
nesting season but will start again soon. The etbarea there grew
large numbers of foxgloves some of which couldrbadferred to
the rest of the Park.

It was found that the grey squirrels remain onishend despite attemp




to evict them — can they swim, back? Thus plammtaed squirrels
in the island may be reconsidered.

- The Security Audit on the Park (to tell you dware safe there)
is complete and will be sent to the Park Advisogyrnittee to
determine what action is required.

VI. PARK HISTORY RESEARCH

Two response was received to the request for pluftiie

Park in the past. One was a collection of 4 pheipigs of

a brass band playing in Upper Park in 1967. Theratlas also a collection of 4 photos taken in 1848 3 year
old girl in front of the Jackson Memorial — thegniption on the memorial stands out clearly ongheto in
contrast to the Memorial in the Present day. MORIOPOS WOULD BE WELCOME.

Another part of the Park’s history is the periodic
introduction of allotments, going back to the tiofehe
first World War and the Allotments and Small Holgsn
Committee whose minutes are available in the @ifici
Wirral Archive. The locations they referred to wandhe
Boothby Ground and the location of the current tdis
Centre, but it is not clear whether they were dbstalug
out —does anyone know about thisThe next allotment
were in the Park between 1941 and 1950 as shown b}
aerial photographs, but we have found no ordinaotqs
- any offers?

Allotments are topical again with the attempts to
create an allotment area on the edge of Lower Bark Brass Band in Upper Park in 1967
some details of what happened in the past would be
interesting — IF YOU KNOW MORE OR HAVE PHOTOGRAPH@8ease let us know — contact Mike Fox (652-
1266) or the Rangers in the Park Visitors Centre.

APPENDIX
WEB SITE 4U
(friendsofbirkenheadpark.org.uk)

The areas of the web site for the Friends of Bihiezrl Park are:

ABOUT NEWS CALENDAR PHOTO GALLERY
LINKS HISTORY CONTACT GET INVOLVED
WILDLIFE  FIND US

WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM THE WEB SITE?

First you might want to know what is going on ie thark! GO TO “CALENDAR”

Here there is a list of events organised in thé& Bgithe Rangers including regular weekly actigtéeg. by the
volunteers as well as daily events for the wholthefschool holidays in August and September.

For a broader discussion of things going on thatelevant to the Park GO TO “NEWS” which containpies of
the Rangers NEWSLETTER and the Friends of Birkedli®ark’s MINUTES OF THEIR LAST MEETING.

IF you are interested in the history of the Park BD“HISTORY” which will show you a version of thastory
leaflet on the Park written by the Friends as aslivell as other discussions. Also GO TO “PHOTO GERY”
which is one of the more spectacular sections aantaa variety of photographs of the Park everaty as
celebrations of the coronation in the Park in 13®@ne are taken from the microfilm of past copiethe
Birkenhead News which is an excellent record ohévén our locality.



If you are specifically interested in the birdstsar the botany of the Park GO TO “WILDLIFE”.

If you are interested in volunteering to help ia thark GO TO “GET INVOLVED” and find out what isrcantly
happening and see what you can do to participate.

If you want to join the Friends of Birkenhead P&® TO “CONTACT” and fill in the form which will geyou on
our circulation list for a year and receive notiéeur meetings (donations are welcome but optjoifrar more
information about us GO TO “ABOUT” and read on.



